
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
B O A R D  O F  ZONING ADJUSTMENT 

A p p l i c a t i o n  N o .  12514 of  Western Union Te leg raph  Company, 
i n  which i t  was j o i n e d  of  r e c o r d  by Washington G a s  L i g h t  
Company, f o r  amendment of BZA Order  No. 7393 and p u r s u a n t  
t o  Paragraph  8207.11 of  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  f o r  
v a r i a n c e s  from t h e  s i d e  y a r d  r equ i r emen t  (Sub- sec t ion  
5304.15) and t h e  rear y a r d  r equ i r emen t  (Sub- sec t ion  
5303.1) t o  p e r m i t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  a new 320 f o o t  communi- 
c a t i o n s  tower s t r u c t u r e  i n  t h e  C-3-A D i s t r i c t  a t  t h e  
p remises  4623 and 4 6 2 1  - 4 1 s t  S t r e e t ,  N .  W .  (Square  1 7 6 9 ,  
Lo t s  6 ,  808 and 8 0 9 ) .  

HEARING DATE: October  25, 1 9 7 7  
D E C I S I O N  DATE: November 2 ,  1 9 7 7  

FINDINGS O F  FACT: 

1. During t h e  h e a r i n g ,  upon motion d u l y  seconded 
and unanirnOusly c a r r i e d ,  by amendment o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  
'Tashington Gas L i q h t  Company, t h e  r e c o r d  owner o f  Lo t  
809, which w a s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  was j o i n e d  o f  
record! as an a p p l i c a n t  a l o n g  w i t h  Western Union Te leg raph  
Company, t h e  r e c o r d  owner of L o t s  6 and 808 which w e r e  
a l s o  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  a p F l i c a t i o n .  

2 .  The s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t i e s  are l o c a t e d  a t  4623 and 
4 6 2 1  - 4 1 s t  S t r e e t ,  N .  W . ,  i n  a C-3-24 D i s t r i c t .  

3. The p r o p e r t y  of a p p l i c a n t  Western Union i s  improved 
w i t h  a t h r e e - s t o r y ,  c o n c r e t e ,  s p e c i a l  pu rpose  c o m u n i c a t i o n s  
t e r m i n a l  b u i l d i n g  s u p p o r t i n g  two towers .  I t  w a s  t h e  s u b j e c t  
o f  BZA Order  No. 7393. 

4 .  The p r o p e r t y  o f  A p p l i c a n t  Washington G a s  L i g h t  
Company i s  improved w i t h  a o n e - s t o r y ,  b r i c k ,  s p e c i a l  pu rpose  
communications t e r m i n a l  b u i l d i n g  s u p p o r t i n g  one tower .  

5 .  The a p p l i c a n t s  s eek  p e r m i s s i o n  f o r  ldes te rn  Union 
t o  erect  a t r i a n g u l a r  communications tower  s t r u c t u r e ,  w i t h  
two l e g s  i n  t h e  s i d e  y a r d  o f  t h e  Western Union p remises  and 
one l e g  i n  t h e  rear y a r d  of t h e  S a s h i n g t o n  G a s  p remises .  
A maximum h e i g h t  o f  3 2 0  f e e t  above ground was s t i p u l a t e d  
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€or  t h i s  tower by t h e  a p p l i c a n t s  ' w i t n e s s e s  and counsel  
dur ing  t h e  hear ing .  ?- h e i g h t  of 340  f e e t  had been s p e c i f i e d  
as t h e  proposed use of t h e  p rope r ty  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
a p p l i c a t i o n .  

6 .  I n  o r d e r  t o  approve t h e  proposed n l a n s  f o r  t h e  
tower,  t h e  Board would have t o  amend BZA Order No. 7393 
t o  a l low modif ica t ion  of p l ans :  and. it would have t o  ? r a n t  
a va r i ance  al lowing two l e T s  o f  t h e  tower t o  res t  i n  t h e  
s i d e  ya rd  of  t h e  Western Union p rope r ty  and a va r i ance  
al lowing i t s  t h i r d  l e g  t o  rest i n  t h e  r e a r  ya rd  of  t h e  
Washington Gas proper ty .  

7.  For a 340  f o o t  towerB t h e  s i d e  ya rd  requirement 
i s  58.00 f e e t ,  t h e  s i d e  ya rd  proposed t o  be allowed i s  
4.35 f e e t ,  and t h e  va r i ance  sought  i s  53.71 f e e t ,  o r  93%. 
This  would be s l i g h t l y  less f o r  a tower of  3 2 0  f e e t .  

8.  The rear yard  requirement i s  15  f e e t ,  t h e  r e a r  
yard  proposed- t o  be allowed i s  z e r o  f e e t ,  and t h e  va r i ance  
souqht  i s  15 f e e t ,  o r  1 0 0 % .  

9 .  I t  would be imposs ib le  t o  c o n s t r u c t  a tower of t h e  
p ropor t ions  contemplated upon t h e  proper ty  of e i t h e r  
a p p l i c a n t ,  a lone ;  and it would be imposs ib le  t o  do so  on 
t h e  combined p r o p e r t i e s  wi thout  t h e  si6e yard  and r e a r  yard! 
va r i ances  reques ted .  SJashington G a s  L ight  Company w i l l  
g r a n t  a w r i t t e n ,  recorded easement f o r  t h i s  u se  of i t s  
p rope r ty  and aqreed t o  f u r n i s h  a copy f o r  t h e  record .  

10. The l o c a t i o n  of t h e  s u b j e c t  l o t  i s  topoqraph ica l ly  
unique as it i s  one of  t h e  h i g h e s t  e l e v a t i o n s  i n  t h e  
D i s t r i c t  of Columbia. This  reduces t h e  h e i g h t  of  t h e  tower 
necessary  t o  t r a n s m i t  over  sur roundina  geographica l  f e a t u r e s  

11. The l o c a t i o n  and p ropor t ions  of t h e  proposed tower 
a r e  p r a c t i c a l l y  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  t h e  purposes contemplated 
by t h e  a p p l i c a n t s ,  as it would be v i r t u a l l y  imposs ib le  t o  
f i n d  another  l o c a t i o n  which would be approved by t h e  
Federa l  Corrmunications Commission. Those purposes  would 
serve t h e  p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t ,  and. t h e  proposed tower would 
n o t  adverse ly  a f f e c t  t h e  l i g h t  and a i r  access  of a d j a c e n t  
p r o p e r t i e s .  
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1 2 .  The proposed  tower  i s  a m a t t e r - o f - r i g h t  u s e  i n  
t h e  C-3-A D i s t r i c t  under  Sub- sec t ion  4101.38 o f  t h e  
Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s .  However, i f  t h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  
g r a n t e d ,  t h e  p ropose2  t o w e r ' s  h e i g h t  would have t o  b e  
approved i n  accordance  w i t h  t h e  A c t  o f  J u n e ,  1 9 1 0 ,  by 
t h e  llayor o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  Columbia, a n  a u t h o r i t y  now 
d e l e q a t e d  t o  t h e  Director,  Department of Housing and 
Community Development under  C .  0.  68-431 and R e o r g a n i z a t i o n  
P l a n  N o .  3 o f  1975. 

13 .  A t  i t s  r e g u l a r  m e e t i n s  on October  1 8 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  t h e  
Commissioners of ANC-3E unanimously v o t e d  n o t  t o  oppose 
t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  w i t h  one member a b s t a i n i n q .  

1 4 .  The Munic ipa l  P l a n n i n g  O f f i c e ,  by memorandum 
d a t e d  October  2 0 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  r e p o r t e d  i t s  a p p r o v a l  and recommended 
t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  b e  g r a n t e d .  

15 .  There w a s  no o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

CONCLUSIONS O F  LAV: 

The Board conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  r e q u e s t e d  v a r i a n c e s  are 
area v a r i a n c e s p  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of which r e q u i r e s  t h e  showing 
o f  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t y .  Based on t h e  r e c o r d  t h e  Board 
conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  s u b j e c t  p r o p e r t y  i s  unique!  and t h a t  
s t r i c t  compliance w i t h  t h e  Zoning R e g u l a t i o n s  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  
and would p r e s e n t  p r a c t i c a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  a r i s i n g  from t h e  
n a t u r e  of t h e  p r o p e r t y  unon t h e  owner of t h e  p r o p e r t y .  
The Board f u r t h e r  conc ludes  t h a t  t h e  g r a n t i n g  of t h e  
a p F l i c a t i o n  would n o t  create any a d v e r s e  a f f e c t  on t h e  u s e  
o f  n e i g h b o r i n q  p r o p e r t y .  Accord ing ly ,  it i s  t h e r e f o r e  
ORDERED t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  hereby  GRANTED. 

VOTE : 

4-0 ( C h l o e t h i e l  Woodard Smi th ,  C h a r l e s  R. N o r r i s ,  
W i l l i a m  F. PIcIntosh and Leonard L .  McCants t o  

q r a n t ,  Walter B.  L e w i s  n o t  v o t i n g ,  n o t  having  
h e a r d  t h e  case) .  



BZA No. 1 2 5 1 4  
Page 4 

BY ORDER OF THE D. C .  BOARD O F  ZOYING ADJUSTMENT 

ATTESTED B y :  
STEVEN E .  SHER 
E x e c u t i v e  Director  

FINAL DATE OF ORDER: 

THAT THE ORDER OF THE BOARD I S  VALID FOR A PERIOD OF S I X  
MONTHS ONLY UNLESS APPLICATION FOR A BUILDING AND/OEI 

AND COPlMUNITY DEVELOPMENT WITHIN A PERIOD O F  S I X  MONTHS 
AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF T H I S  ORDER. 

OCCUPANCY PEPaYCT I S  F I L E D  WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING 


